
DivinaLaw is a leading full-service law firm in the Philippines, committed to dynamic lawyering that is prompt, proactive, and results-oriented. We take pride in
understanding our clients’ needs to deliver the highest quality legal service possible. To keep our stakeholders informed of the latest legal developments, we
publish the DivinaLaw Legal Watch — a digest of regulatory issuances from various government agencies and regulatory bodies, accompanied by practical
insights and actionable guidance. For ease of reference, these regulatory issuances are collated at [provide link].

DivinaLaw does not claim ownership or intellectual property rights over the issuances uploaded on its website. DivinaLaw Legal Watch is intended solely for
informational and general guidance purposes. It does not constitute legal advice and does not create an attorney-client relationship with DivinaLaw. For more
information, contact us at [email]@divinalaw.com.

The DOH issued Department Circular No. 2026-0223 (“Circular”) directing
concerned health facilities and institutions to adopt and integrate the
updated Philippine Neurological Association guidelines on brain death
determination into their clinical protocols and institutional policies. The
issuance aims to establish a uniform framework for the assessment,
documentation, and certification of brain death across health facilities.

All Heads of Offices are directed to disseminate the Circular to all
concerned personnel, including neurologists, intensivists, transplant
coordinators, and other relevant healthcare providers, and to ensure strict
compliance therewith.

For reference and guidance, the complete set of documents may be accessed
at: https://bit.ly/2026PNAUpdatedGuidelinesonBrainDeathDetermination
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Covered health facilities, particularly hospitals, medical centers,
intensive care units, and transplant-related facilities, should review
their existing clinical protocols and documentation procedures on
brain death determination. Said facilities should ensure that
internal policies are aligned with the updated guidelines and that
relevant medical personnel are informed of the changes.
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